
PLATE I 

Romano-British Pottery Kiln at Greetharn, Rutland. 
Photograph by Mr. L. Smith of Ryhall, enlarged by Mr. Charles Bear of R etford and 

Mr. R. Day of Greetham. 



ROMANO-BRITISH POTTERY l(ILN 

AT GREETHAM, RUTLAND 
by 

the late E. G. BOLTON 

A trackway upon which for the greater part of its length is superimposed the 
modern road B668 leaves Ermine Street near Greetham three miles north of 
Stamford. Its junction with Ermine Street and the first half mile of its length 
can only faintly be discerned from the air. Thence as far as Thistleton 'the 
road is straight and raised by between two and three feet. This section may 
reasonably be accepted as Roman in view of the known sites at Thistleton 
and Market Overton, to which may now be added the kiln recently discovered 
near Greetham (National Grid Reference: 933146). The road is known 
locally as Sewstern Lane. 

In 1962 about 300 yards west of Sewstern Lane, and a quarter mile east 
of Greetham, an area of limestone quarrying was being extended. This area 
had already provided evidence of Romano-British occupation by scatters of 
sherds and on the same site unidentified skeletons. Unfortunately none of 
these earlier finds was examined and reported. In June 1962 an area of 
black ash appeared, and the driver of the mechanical digger promptly removed 
the mass of material and incidentally destroyed most of the evidence of the 
type of pottery kiln situated there. 

A proper excavation was thus impossible and the party of excavators 
mainly concerned themselves with "cleaning-up" operations, and collecting 
the masses of pottery, which, with the wood ash, filled both the stoke-hole, 
the flue and the kiln proper. All the evidence seemed to indicate that the kiln 
had been abandoned and the site levelled. 

Enough of the original structure remained to show that it was con
structed of slabs of local limestone and the kiln proper was faced with clay. 
The debris suggested that similar slabs of limestone covered the flue and the 
kiln. No pieces of kiln furniture were found, suggesting destruction in 
Roman times. 

The remains of the kiln with its single free-standing pedestal are shown 
in Plate I. 

POTTERY 

Most of the sherds from the stoke-hole were calcite-gritted cooking 
pots (Figure 1, No. 1), dark-grey and with two shallow grooves closely spaced 
just below the shoulder. Some had three grooves, and one had four or five 
spaced at about I in. intervals from the shoulder to the base. About 10 per 
cent were orange calcite-gritted ware, but were otherwise identical. 
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Fig. I. Romano-British pottery from the kiln at Greetham, Rutland (¼). 

The typical pot seems to have been No. 9 with a flattish upper rim, 
smooth neck-shoulder junction and the two shallow grooves below the 
shoulder. No. ro shows a very common variation-the "button-nosed" rim
which also occurs in No. 4, a straight-sided dish. No. r is the typical pot 
except that the interior is a distinctive light brown. The bases were not flat 
but slightly raised in the centre as in No. 1. 

I. Calcite-gritted cooking pot, exterior dark grey to buff-grey, interior light brown; 
flattish rim, two grooves. An estimated 55 per cent of the .total was of this type. 
See also No. 9 

2. Polished black soapy pie-dish with large shell grit; about I per cent. 

3. Colour-coated beaker, exterior dark brown, interior brown, cream fabric. Two 
sherds from one vessel (Not illustrated). 
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4. Black gritty fabric dish, "button-nosed" rim; about I per cent. 
5-8. Beaker of hard light blue-grey fabric with burnished line decoration on matt 

zones. These sherds represented at least two and possibly three pots. About 
2 per cent. 

9. Calcite-gritted cooking pot of the same type as No. I. Dark grey fabric, buff-grey 
to black surfaces, flattish rim, two grooves. 

10. Calcite-gritted cooking pot, dark grey fabric, buff-grey to black surfaces, flattish 
rims with "button nose" . An estimated 40 per cent of the total were of this 
type. 

11. Everted rim jar, smooth calcite-gritted, dark grey surface, light grey fabric. 
One sherd. 
The remainder (not illustrated) were neither drawn nor marked, but included 
the following : 

12. Burnt Samian rim (?), form not known. One sherd. 
13. Rilled calcite-gritted ware, grey with very little grit; pitch of rilling about one

sixteenth of an inch over a band at least 1¼ in. deep on girth of pot. Four sherds. 
14. Colour-coated base, brown-orange exterior, red interior, grey fabric near the 

outer surface, pink elsewhere. One sherd. 
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Fig. I. The location of the Southgate Street kiln. 

Cl) 
w 
I 
u 
a:: 
::::, 
I 


